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Thomas Edison’s 1889 Electric Runabout. Images courtesy Automotive Hall of Fame.

Today, electric cars are seen by most consumers as an expensive novelty, delivering modest driving ranges, long recharging times and
unattractive sticker prices compared to fossil-fueled alternatives. At the dawn of the 20th century, however, electric cars represented a
legitimate (and some said superior) alternative to gasoline-fueled motor cars. A new exhibit at the Automotive Hall of Fame celebrates
Thomas Edison’s work on the development of the ideal battery for the electric car, prompting visiters to wonder what may have been had
electric vehicles won out over gasoline power.
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THE BAILEY ELECTRIC
VICTORIA PHAETON

A REPRESENTATIVE TYPE OF AMERICA'S BEST PRODUCTION

The use of the ELECTRIC i rapidly increasing,—it has
s fiell of usefulness all ita own. For the busy business
man, in geing to and from his home, office,
bank, eto., or for making business ullu or for
the lacly in her shopping, eallin ire rid-
ing, the thm'l'.l:e ele.—ihe “"ELECTRIC” is
ust the t type of car,—and the BAILP.-Y
{LECTRIC is mvarisbly chosen by the dis-
eriminate.

It i & dependable car,—always ready to uso,
—easily mansged,—specd under perfect con-
1ol —noiseless, ule, clean, convenient snd
enmforiabla.

The RELIABILITY of servicefrom the BAILEY ELECTRIC can, ton great degree, be traced to the

EDISON STORAGE BATTERY

with whlch the BAILEY ELECTRIC is equipped. It runs the BAILEY 150 miles under good
mn ditions, and 100 miles undnr a.n;' conditions. Has range to satisly every need.

optration, in sim of construction, in efficieney and relinbility of ita motive power,
t.he B 'E ELECTRIC V cm tLA PHAETON stands alone,—the proven perfect electric ear.

~ PRICES,—$2400 o $2600

Corresponden
S. R. BAILEY & COMPANY, Amesbury, Mass.
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HEN you buy a
b \K{ Detrait Electric you

anticipate the future,
because of this car's many
new, exclusive and patented
features.

L
Remember, the Detroit
Electric has the exelusive right to
use in electric pl:asurt: cars, Thomas
Edison's greatest invention—
the Edison nickel and steel l:a!.Lr_-rJ.'.

The simple operation of the
Deiroit Electric makes it the safest and
most easily controlled car made.  'With
one hand on the controller lever, you are
ahsolutely master not only of all speeds,
but in addition you can apply powerful
brakes to the rear wheels with one in.
stinctive, backward pull on this lever,
without even touching the foat '

TeEx.

408 Clay Avenue

“*Chainfess""
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— Owme of Our Nias Rars Creations For 1812

Anderson Electric Car Co.
Branches Detroit, U, 5. A

Mew York, Bresdwey st Bath Street
Chicago, i418 Michigan Avesug
£

P Buffale Alsa Branch st Evasstan, 1] Keansas Cit
af Braakiyn Minneapolin
Dréve Clevelind Selling repreventatives in all laading citics. Bt Louls

This controller lever practically
thirtks for you. It is impossible for you to
make a ‘mistake, as every movement is
safeguarded, It has another advantage.
It ﬁ:u

s horzontal and allows full seat room,

Aluminum body panels add to
the strength of the body, beauty of finish
and life of the car.  They do not check,
warp of crack.

For those who do not care to make
the expenditure necessary for the Edison
battery at first, we furnish the Detroit
Electric Guaranteed Lead Battery with
our own warranty —the first lead battery i
made by and guaranfeed by the manu- -
facturer of the car. Thismakesit possible | b
for us to guarantee the car in its entirety. |

Beautiful illustrated catalog sent
upon request. It tells you about the many
other exelusive features of the Detoit
Electric, made in the largest faciory in the
world, devoted exclusively 1o the manu-
facture of electric automobiles.
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“ADAM"

* The oldest Iing power wagon with e nerve fonak e rus from h "--__-ﬁ -
| WASHINGTON=NEW YORK
MADE IN 1904-WORKED EVERY DAY SINCE
Wil be at the Madison Souare Garden Siow Jan 523 aa*baqmtdﬂu
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G. B. BELDEN.
ROAD ENGINE.

No. 549,160, Patented Nov., 5, 1895,
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Every Detail of Construction
of the

EDISON |
ALKALINE |
STORAGE |
BATTERY |

is an argument in favor of
its universal adoption in |

Wireless Installations

Steel Container—Unbreakable.

Perash Electrolvie—Preserves metal and pro-
duces no chnexiows or injurious fumes.

Steel Grids and Pockets—Unafiected by extreme
vibration.  Reliable even after a collision.

Connectors—Copper wire in lugs over iapered
poles.  Perfect electrical connection with-
out “*lead buming.”

The Edison Storage Battery mav, without harm,
be short circuited, charged in the reverse direction,
left standing idle indefinitely either charzed or
discharged, charged at rates several times nogmal
amd at any time regardless of the state of charge. I

The Ediser Storage Battery is guaranteed

o be capable of developing 100 per cent
eapacizy a8 the end of lour years.

EDISON STORAGE BATTERY CO.
215 Lakeside Avenue Oeange, N. I







EDISON’S BATTERY
POWERED ELECTRIC CARS

TODAY'S ELECTRIC CARS CONTINUE THE TRADITION OF
EDISON'S ELECTRIC DESIGNS FROM OVER 100 YEARS AGO.

Between 1900 and 1910, Edison
and his staff developed an improved
storage battery for use in electric
automobrles

Though cheap to operate, easy lo
control and safe, most consumers
favored gasoline powered cars
However, storage batteries were

@ great success in delivery wagons
and fractors, which could be recharged
after short trips

Did you know? The first project
Thomas Edison and Henry Ford
collaborated on was a battery and
starting system for the Model T

h - T

A Bailey Eloctric Automobile Called “Maud.” 1910
Marfactured by 5 R Bailey Co ne | of Amadury, Mastachusetts
Pictured abcee (f 1o nght) Thomas Edison, ESson engmesr Frank
McGanness and test driver Captan Gaorge W Langdon
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