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The Prez Sez

By Tom Ruhimann (W9IPR))

With the travel, raking of leaves and flu shot re-
action there has not been much time for “ham-
ming” this month. However, | did get my G5RV
antenna lengthened to act as a half wave dipole
on 160 meters and that will provide some fun
this winter. | trimmed it using an MFJ analyzer
and was quite surprised at how much | trimmed
from the calculated lengths to attain resonance.
Must be OK because it seems to work with a low
SWR and good signal on 160 and several other
bands.

Nels and | went to the Milwaukee Repeater Club
swapfest at Waukesha after breakfast on the
29" and had a great time visiting and evaluating
all the good stuff. Naturally | found some broken
stuff that | needed so now those items will find
there way onto my winter schedule or the meet-
ing auction. Actually | was pretty pleased in that
| got a 1:1 balun, a 1 to 300 MHz counter and an
LCD computer display (less wall wart) and spent
less than $35. | just missed a Drake antenna
tuner for $15 but | was third in line. . You should
have been there. It was a good time.

The “05” ORC year is winding down and | am
pleased with the results. We have had good
meeting programs and auctions and as a result,
good attendance. We have also had good par-
ticipation in our various events and that results
form members volunteering to organize and
chair them. The membership has shown a genu-
ine interest in making things happen and that is
a sign of a healthy organization.

One of our more active standing committees
has been that of Public Relations with Naomi

and Mark Potash. We have been a feature story
in 4 different papers and appeared on 2 TV sta-
tions. In addition, Mark had labels made to place
on old ham radio magazines to leave in the of-
fices of the various professionals and barber
shops.

For the first time we have created a youth com-
mittee and a membership committee — with time
these could be the committees that sustain the
club.

We again made a great showing at field day and
still managed to have a good time — it was again
a great club event as were the corn roast and
PEP.

Gene again did a great job with the ORC
Swapfest so we have operating capitol and Ed
Rate continues managing the sale of donations
to support and grow our scholarship fund. Our
financial condition is sound with money in the
bank.

We have made a few changes to our by-laws
creating term limits and an additional vice presi-
dent to better assure reduced individual work-
load and continuance of the organization. For
the first time we are now working on an annual
budget and have documented such things as to
how elections are to be run and the perform-
ance of an annual club audit.

| feel it has been a fun and successful year.
Thanks to all of you who have made it happen.

BRAGGING RIGHTS
De Bob Truscott (W9LO)

The 2005 Field Day results are in, and OZRAC
has again piled up some bragging rights:



Number 1 in the 5A category in the Central Divi-
sion ( 9 total entries)

Number 3 in the 5A category nationwide (72 to-
tal entries)

Number 12 in all low power transmitter catego-
ries nationwide (1,884 total entries)

That's the good news, and it's impressive.
Here's the bad news. We had 544 fewer con-
tacts this year than in 2004, and this dropped us
from #2 to #3 in our category nationwide. KI1R,
a new entry in the category, beat us by about
1000 contacts. So we have some work to do if

we are to ever take top honors. But it can be
done. | challenge the FD committee members
to come up with new ideas to make it happen.

The November Sweepstakes CW contest will be
history by the time most of you receive the
newsletter, but | ask those of you who worked it
to mark the Society of Midwest Contesters as
your club when you submit your logs, to help
bring the SS Unlimited championship back to
the Midwest. And please, even you CW people,
spend some time in the SSB Sweepstakes on
Nov. 19. | will if you will (Naw, I'll do it anyway.)

Coming up in Nov.:

Nov. 5-7 ARRL Nov. Sweepstakes CW—-Rules
at www.arrl.org/rules/2005/novss.html

Nov. 19-21 ARRL Nov. Sweepstakes SSB-
Rules same as above.

Nov. 26-27 CQ World Wide DX Contest-CW-
Rules in Oct. QST, page 101

Have fun contesting.

Bob, WOLO

Tips,Tails & Tools

While wandering around in a daze on the Inter-
net recently, | came upon a treasure of informa-
tion at a web site. The site's name is
101science.com. This is a science-based site
covering nearly all areas that can be called sci-
ence. They have basic electronics courses
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available for free along with some fantastic
technical ham radio information for all aspects of
the hobby. | should warn you that this site is
very intense, and you almost certainly need a
high-speed connection, because even with road-
runner, the pages take a bit of time to load. Dial
up connections will be painfully slow on this site.
Regards, BOB GORJANCE (W5CFB)

Wanted

I am looking for a code practice oscillator for my
elderly (84) father-in-law. He has been studying
for a technician license but is interested in the
code. If anyone has such an animal for sale,
please let me know. Thanks, Paul KD9FM

| need a 12 volt 2-amp wall wort to power an
LCD PC display. Thanks, Tom W9IPR

General Class

Class

Upgrade

The Justice Center is reserved each Sat morn-
ing from Nov 12 through Dec 17 for upgrade
training to General. We will have 6 training ses-
sions and cover the 10 chapters in the ARRL
General Class License Manual. The manual is
available at AES for $16.95 Students should re-
view and start studying the manual prior to the
class sessions.

The class content is in "power point" and will
follow the manual and is as follows:

Nov. 12 - 1-1 Commission Rules 2-1 Operating
Procedures

Nov. 19 - 3-1 Radio-Wave Propagation 4-1
Amateur Radio Practice

Nov. 26 - 5-1 Electrical Principles 6-1 Circuit
Components

Dec. 3 - 7-1 Practical Circuits 8-1 Signals and
Emissions

Dec. 10 - 9-1 Antennas and Feed Lines 10-1 RF
Safety

Dec. 17 - Review and Testing

If you or a friend are interested in taking the
class for the purpose of an upgrade from Tech-



nician to General or as a review or if you wish to
be an instructor, please contact me at 262-377-

6945 or e-mail me at teruhimann@sbcglobal.net

To date the following are enrolled:
Dave Barrow — NQUNR

Nancy Stecker — KC9FZK

Mark Potash — KCO9GST

Zack Mackay — KC9HEJ

Mike Yuhas — KC9GDV

Rebuilding the HT Battery
Pack

De: Tom Ruhimann

You too can do it. If the pack is dead what's the
difference, give it a try. With the older Radio
Shack / ICOM pack it is really a shap because
there are simply 4 screws to be removed to ex-
pose the battery pack.

This Radio Shack / ICOM battery pack is eas-
ily opened to expose the battery pack. The
pack consisted of 7 each “AA” Ni-Cd cells
with an included temperature sensor
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The replacement pack is shown on the right
and it was exactly the configuration of the
original. Lucky break in this case

After unsoldering the original pack and in-
stalling the replacement pack (and tempera-
ture sensor) the case is easily reassembled.

I must admit, this is the easiest of the packs that
| have repaired. On my NARCO aviation HT |
had to use my Drimmel saw to open the case
and then it was a real squeeze getting the re-
placement cells in the case. The case had to be
clamped closed and then epoxied.

One of the greater challenges is soldering wires
to the stainless steel cases. | finally used acid
core solder — anyone have a better suggestion?



