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The Prez Sez
By Tom Ruhlmann (W9IPR))

Again, it’s been a fun month in terms of HAM
radio activities. First, there was the WI-QSO
Party. Then I finished an “L” type antenna tuner
and that was followed by the Swapfest at Jeffer-
son and the AES Superfest.

The WI-QSO Party was really a blast. My wife
was on a quilting weekend so it was just me and
the dog. After checking the bands several times
I just stayed on 75 meters SSB and operated
most of the period between walking the dog and
opening a can of spaghetti for supper. It was
fun. I made about 135 contacts and worked
about 39 of Wisconsin’s 73 counties. Thanks to
the mobilers during the contest I was able to get
a few of the more difficult WI counties and am
now enthused about trying for the rest of them
next year. Bob Truscott (W9LO) tells me that
our club score looks pretty good – about what
the winner (Fond du Lac) had last year. The
Fond du Lac club had all of their first place
plaques on display at Superfest. Perhaps we will
be “first in show” next year.

The antenna tuner had been in process for sev-
eral months and I finally obtained the last of the
junk box parts and finished it. Actually this pro-
ject is what prompted me to buy the new ARRL
Antenna Handbook so I could use the accom-
panying software related to antenna and an-
tenna tuners. It’s really neat software. I am still
learning how to use the analysis software but I
highly recommend it. It even calculates the val-
ues of components required for different types
of antenna tuner and antenna combinations.
Really informative.

The Jefferson swapfest is one of the smaller
ones but fun none the less. Ed Rate (AA9W)

and I went and we distributed another 250 flyers
for the ORC May 5th Swapfest at Circle B.

Ed Rate (AA9W) was busy distributing ORC
Swapfest flyers at the swapfest at Jefferson
WI. Flyers are most productive in getting the
regulars to the Cedarburg ORC event.

Only one item caught my eye and that was an
UHF Power/SWR Meter with “N” connectors for
$5. It sort of works and it does look nice on the
shelf.

The AES Superfest was great. Many vendors,
Club tables and attendees. The ARRL was
strongly represented by Section Manager Don
Michalski (W9IXG), Area Director George Isley
(W9GIG) and ARRL President Joel Harrison
(W5ZN). Friday evening was especially memo-
rable in that Nels Harvey (WA9JOB) and I had
dinner with Joel Harrison and George Isley at
Ferrante’s in Thiensville.

It was an interesting evening and I found that
Joel feels strongly about protecting amateur ra-
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