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The Prez Sez
By Tom Ruhlmann (W9IPR))

Wow! Where did May go? Again it was busy but
fun. I was somewhat relieved when the ORC
Circle B Swapfest was over and pleased that
Tom Nawrot has volunteered to chair the event
in May, 2008. It was again a technical, financial,
educational and social success. There were
somewhat fewer vendors but good deals still
abound. I see the May Swapfest becoming a
multi-faceted event with an emphasis on social
networking, roundtables, seminars, forums, fox
hunts etc. and swapping rather than being
strictly a swapfest. The times seem to be chang-
ing due to the maturing of the amateur commu-
nity and availability of a larger market for items
via e-bay.

Dayton was fun again – In large part because of
the ORC crowd attending. A weekend with the
guys with a few good deals thrown in is always a
good time. Consistent with what we have seen
at the local events, there seemed to be fewer
vendors this year. I was surprised at finding a
couple of the items I was looking for. For exam-
ple, one B&W 80 Mtr. antenna trap good for a
kW for $2; an MH-27 microphone (but it had a
working FT-2400 mobile rig attached) for $50;
and an MH-15 microphone (to fill the original
need I had for the MH-27 above) for $8. Be-
tween the bargains and the good company it
was a great weekend.

Acquiring the 80-meter trap got me started on
an 80/160 meter “inverted L”. Little by little it is
going up. The vertical section is about 50 feet so
I am looking for good low angle radiation once
finished. One stumbling block is sufficient solid
conductor #12 copper wire for an adequate
number of quarter wavelength radials. Should

be finished in a few weeks or so and then for the
fun of trying some low band DX.

I was pleased to see several of the ORC mem-
bers get involved in the Saukville River Cleanup
project. It is through our participation in these
types of projects that the general public be-
comes aware of the ORC. We are an acknowl-
edged Public Service Club and it is important
that we serve the public with our unique skills
and capabilities.

I am looking forward to the ARRL VHF QSO
party the weekend of June 9th. It is a great op-
portunity to work several more sections toward
the magic 100. I just wish I had my 2-meter
beam up. Oh well, there is only so much roof
space available this year.

The major event in June will be the annual Field
Day. I went to a couple of Field Day meetings at
Leon’s (K9GCF) and am really impressed at
how well organized this activity has become. I
also noted a couple of new forces on the com-
mittee including Ken Boston (W9GA) who
seems to think the 40 meter SSB tent will sur-
pass the number of QSO’s obtained by the 40
meter CW tent. I also understand that there will
be flags to identify which CW and SSB stations
are leading in total QSO’s during the event. Cur-
rently the club mobile tower is at Mark’s Pot-
ash’s (KC9GST) shop getting some necessary
rework. The trailer and tower promises to be
better than ever in both appearance and func-
tion when finished. I am looking forward to a
really fun weekend and the ORC definitely hold-
ing 3rd place and hopefully advancing to 2nd

place in the national standings for 5A. See you
there.

73’s, Tom
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