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The Prez Sez (for the last time)
By Tom Ruhlmann (W9IPR)

Well this is the last of my messages for “07 and
the last of three years as President. It has in-
deed been an interesting and I think, productive,
three years.

Our membership numbers have continued
strong with new members and a roster in the
area of 130; the financial condition has contin-
ued strong with increased money in the bank
and a scholarship fund of now over $20,000;
growth of existing projects; introduction of new
projects; and competitive successes.

The continued success of our largest project,
Field Day, has been especially pleasing. We
have placed either 3rd or 2nd in the nation these
past several years. It is not only good practice
for a total emergency it is fun and a good time
socially. Special thanks to the event chairmen,
Leon Rediske and Ken Boston, and the band
captains as well as to Mark Potash who fabri-
cated the various antenna towers and led the
mobil tower refurbishment efforts. This project
makes one proud of the ORC organizational,
operational, fabrication and communications ca-
pabilities.

It is the traditional service projects that bind the
core of the organization and these continue to
thrive. These include the projects such as “Fish
Day” parade in Port Washington, Grafton
Christmas Parade and the Saukville River Clean
up. New to the service activities this year is the
MS Walk. I have enjoyed working on these pro-
jects. I guess it’s nice to be needed.

The Circle B swapfest in May is another of our
traditional projects. While the attendance and
income have declined somewhat we have intro-

duced some new ideas that will hopefully con-
tinue it as our major moneymaker and an area
social event.

Also, with respect to competition it was great to
see Bob Truscott organize and motivate the
ORC to capture first place in the 2007 Wiscon-
sin QSO Party sponsored by the West Allis Ra-
dio Amateur Club.

Two of the great new projects are the Septem-
ber outdoor “Hobby & Amateur Radio Swapfest”
and the “Lighthouse Activation” project. Who DA
thunk it?

Well Ray Brunette (W9BUJ) thought up the out-
door swapfest for 2006 and chaired our first ef-
fort in the Circle B parking lot. The second year
it produced a profit at Fireman’s Park and it ap-
pears to have a productive and profitable future
at that venue.

The “Lighthouse Activation” project was origi-
nated and chaired by Paul Schumacher
(KD9FM) and Tom Nawrot (AA9XK) and pro-
vided a great time operating on the banks of the
Port Washington harbor and good PR for the
ORC. Plus, ORC took 3rd place ranking in the
national ratings – not bad for the first effort.

In terms of training it was pleasing to see Mark
Tellier originate the “Elmering program” preced-
ing the regular meetings and taking on the li-
cense upgrade training for this upcoming year.

The ORC has also started to become more in-
volved with our community youth through our
BSA activities led by Mike Yuhas and Bill Howe.
In addition, we are now presenting “amateur ra-
dio as a hobby” at the Cedarburg Parkview Ele-
mentary School Opportunity Day event. Our
future is with our youth so I was especially
pleased to see increased activity in these areas.
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An important aspect of any group is its social
side. It has been especially enjoyable to partici-
pate in the on-going Post Everything Parties,
Corn Roast’s, membership meeting breaks,
Saturday morning breakfast’s, swapmeets and
mutual aid parties when someone needs an an-
tenna erected or rig repaired. Most of the indi-
vidual learning occurs at the membership
meeting and these informal gatherings. The
ORC camaraderie is a most important aspect of
membership.

I was also pleasantly surprised at the success of
the uniform project. The ORC jackets and caps
look great and provide personal and organiza-
tional identity - and the orders continue to come.

It has been especially significant to me that the
Board of Directors had the insight to review the
ORC Constitution and By-laws and has created
changes and procedures that should assure the
long term organizational and fiscal viability of the
group.

I appreciate the opportunity to represent the
membership these past three years and am
grateful to the board members and project
chairmen with whom I served for having made it
an enjoyable experience.

Contesting
De Bob Truscott (W9LO)

Life is full of tough decisions, and choices must
be made when you find that two of your most
overwhelming passions are going to compete
for your time on a particular day. When that
happens one or the other is surely going to suf-
fer and come up short of your expectations.
That’s my situation on Jan. 12. I’ve been look-
ing forward to The North American QSO Party
(CW), scheduled for that date, ever since I
bombed out in that same contest last August.
It’s a great contest in which you can work any
station once on every band from 160 to 10 me-
ters. It’s only fault is that it lasts for just 12
hours and you may operate for only 10 of those
hours. Normally this is not a problem, but on
Jan. 12 of this year it is, and you can blame the
Green Bay Packers for that. It seems that the

NFL has scheduled the Packers first playoff
game right smack in the middle of the QSO
Party. They didn’t have to do that–they could
have scheduled the game for Sunday just as
easily, but instead they chose to alienate all the
CW contesters in Wisconsin. I don’t know how
they can afford to treat fans so shabbily–there
must be at least 10 or 12 of us who are very up-
set about this thoughtless scheduling. So
what’s the solution? I’m going to penalize the
NFL by not watching their half-time show. I’ll
spend those entire 12 minutes trying to make up
for lost time in the contest. GO PACKERS!

Coming up in January:

Jan. 12 The North American CW QSO Party—
1800Z–Rules in Jan. QST, page 98.

Jan. 19 The North American Phone QSO Party—Same as
above.

Jan. 19 ARRL January VHF Sweepstakes—
1900Z–Rules in Jan. QST, page 98.

Jan. 26, CW WW 160-Meter Contest-CW— 0000Z–
Rules in Jan.QST, page 98.

Those of you who are not Packers fans, feel
free to work the entire NA QSO Party on Jan.
12.

Have fun contesting.

Upcoming Events

January
1st Straight Key Night
5th WARAC Swapfest at Waukesha

5th-6th ARRL RTTY Roundup

6th Kids Day

9th Membership Meeting
12th ORC General Class Training Class
19th –20th ARRL January VHF Contest

19th ORC General Class Training Class
26th ORC General Class Training Class

February

2nd ORC General Class Training Class


