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From the President
De Mike Yuhas (AB9ON)

Summer’s in full swing and it’s time to think
about two ORC August activities. Both happen
on Saturday, August 16, so save the date!

The first activity is the traditional ORC summer
corn roast. It’s a great time to get together and
socialize with fellow hams and spouses... plus
there’ll be plenty of food. Nothing beats a hot,
butter-drenched ear of sweet corn in August.
There will be at least a couple of activities, in-
cluding the ever-popular “ladder golf.” Try your
hand at it! This year we’ll be asking for advance
registration to accurately gauge the level of in-
terest. There’s no admission fee, but we ask
that each family bring a dish to pass, whether it
be a cool salad, side dish, or dessert. We’ll be
meeting and eating at Waubedonia Park, as al-
ways. Look for an announcement shortly.

And after you’ve flossed the corn out of your
teeth, head over to the lighthouse in Port Wash-
ington for your chance to operate our station in
support of the International Lighthouse-Lightship
Weekend. More details will follow on that, too. In
fact, Tom Nawrot and Bill Howe will outline the
event at our membership meeting, August 13.
Will we see you there?

2008 FIELD DAY STUFF
De Bob Truscott (W9LO)

If I had to put a ranking on the various ORC
Field Day operations we’ve had over about the
past 45 years, I’d put 2008 right up near the top.
But not necessarily AT the top. We had some
great times back about 20-10 BC (Before Com-
puters, that is.). In those days our goals were
different, our equipment was REALLY different,

and our operating techniques were primitive
compared with 2008.

During most of those years we had transmitters
and receivers – transceivers hadn’t even been
invented. And we had paper logging – computer
logging was somewhere in the distant future.

We didn’t really give a hoot if we had to shut
down for a couple hours to repair the generator,
and one year one of the generators even caught
fire.

The Friday night sheepshead game usually
broke up about 2:00 AM – this year we didn’t
even have a game. And finally, most of us still
believed the ARRL when they said FD was not a
contest.

So when you add up all these factors, the old
days can’t begin to compare with 2008, but we
had a ton of fun doing what we did with what we
had. Looking back on the good old days, the
things I miss the most are the smoked fish and
cannibal sandwiches we had as part of the Fri-
day night party. (For the uninitiated, the ingre-
dients in a cannibal sandwich are raw beef,
onions, mustard and anything else you care to
put inside the bun.) If we had had those things
this year maybe there would have been some
sloppy Joe’s left for the all night operators on
Saturday night.

CONTEST KUDOS

First, congratulations to K9GCF and the ops
who worked with him at the 20 SSB station.
They did a great job, and in the process set a
new all-time club QSO record of 1219. They will
fly the #QSO flag on their air conditioned cam-
per next FD.
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KA4UPW, Jim Hilins, was the club’s top QSO
producer, with 772 contacts. Great numbers,
guys.

Our youngest member, Nick Pierce, KC9MEA,
got off to a great start with 69 Qs. I watched him
operate the 20 SSB station for about 15 min-
utes, and predict he will become one of our top
phone operators before he gets to high school.
He showed all the instincts of a 1rst class opera-
tor. And he’s only 12 years old, folks. (Let’s talk
about some CW training one of these days,
Nick.)

Club members have been dissatisfied with the
various FD logging programs we have used for
quite a number of years now, but not anymore.
This year we used Doug Burghardt’s new N9KG
FD Logger, a program that Doug has been
working on for almost a year. Everyone is hap-
py with it. It is the simplest and most intuitive
program we have ever used, and produces vol-
umes of data for analyzing the club’s perform-
ance, as well as individual performances of the
operators, plus all the data necessary to submit
our entry to ARRL. Thanks for your fine effort,
Doug. We all appreciate it.

We missed the VHF crew, headed up by Jea-
nanne, N9VSV. We hope she and Gary will be
back with us next year.

Praise the Gods of Field Day-----They sent us a
10 meter opening that was worth 430 contacts.

And praise the good work of Terry Koller,
KA9RFM, and Bob Frank, N9NRK. They re-
vamped our power system after the loss of the
50KW unit we had been using for several years,
and kept our down time for refueling to a mini-
mum–just a few minutes per stop, and there we-
ren’t many stops. Thanks guys.

So now it’s time to start planning for the next WI
QSO Party, which will be in early March, 09.
We want to reclaim the 1rst place plaque in that
contest.

Bob, W9LO

Port Lighthouse Activation
de Tom Nawrot (AA9XK)

Plans are coming together for the ORC to oper-
ate in the International Lighthouse / Lightship
Weekend from the 1860 in Port Washington.
This Amateur Radio event falls on August 16,
and 17th.

Because August 16 is also The Corn Roast day
at Fredonia Park, we aren't planning to start op-
erating Until 1:30 or so on Saturday. The web-
site is http://arlhs.com/ click on ILLW. The
Lighthouse is at 311 Johnson Street. We will
NOT be in Rotary Park where we were last year.
The 1860 Lighthouse is on a small lot, and this
will challenge what we can put up for antennas.
We'll be guests of the Port Washington Histori-
cal Society.

Parking is limited around the lighthouse and the
Historical Society needs open spaces for people
touring the lighthouse on that weekend. Some of
us may have to park in the St. Mary's lot only 4
or 5 blocks away. One of our cars can pick op-
erators up from there ... call on the 97repeater.

A few of us are meeting Sunday afternoon Au-
gust 3, at 2:00 at the 1860 lighthouse
http://www.portwashingtonhistoricalsociety.org/li
ghtstation.htm (311 Johnson Street) to scope
out where we can put up an antenna and work-
out other details.

So if you want to operate on Saturday or Sun-
day, August 16th or 17th. Send an email to Tom
Nawrot (AA9XK) at tnawrot@wi.rr.com. Watch
the remailer and come to the membership meet-
ing on August 13th for details on parking, open
operating times etc.

Annual ORC Corn roast

The annual ORC Corn roast is to be again held
at the pavilion in Wabedonia Park. It will be on


