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From the President
De Mike Yuhas (AB9ON)

Your Ozaukee Radio Club is always working on
something to keep area hams busy and happy.
Activities in August and September are typical.

Our well-attended August 13 membership meet-
ing featured Tom Nawrot (AA9XK) and Bill
Howe (KA9WRL) talking about the club’s par-
ticipation at the International Light-
house/Lightship Weekend.

Corn was roasted, and everyone had a great
time at our annual corn roast at Waubedonia
Park on August 16. The weather was out-
standing, the corn was delectable, and the
meats were cooked to perfection. Many thanks
to all – especially Tom Nawrot and Ed Frac
(AA9WW) for setting up this fun annual event.

Did you notice several hams leaving the corn
roast early? They were headed over to the 1860
Light Station in Port Washington, where Tom
Nawrot, Bill Howe and Tom Murtaugh (W9VBQ)
had set up a dandy amateur radio station to
work the ILLW. Thanks to them, and also to
Rick Waedekin (N9PMR) of Icom America who
graciously loaned an IC-7800 for the event –
and stuck around most all of Saturday and Sun-
day to support the radio and event. What a fun
weekend!

September brings us the annual Fall Swapfest
(September 6 at Fireman’s Park, details else-
where in this issue). While you’re marking your
calendar for the Swapfest, also be sure to circle
Wednesday, September 10: our membership
meeting features a demonstration of radio con-
trolled model helicopters by AstroWings of Wis-
consin.

And there’s one other item worth noting. Club
member Todd Sprinkmann (KC9BQA) is orga-
nizing an informal weekly FM simplex net,
Thursday evenings at 8:30 PM, on 146.490. It’s
a great way to ensure your 2-meter rig can work
something other than area repeaters! Todd
hopes this weekly activity will inspire local hams
to consider VHF and UHF operation and con-
testing.

Are you an expert? Antennas, amplifier design,
inductors, PSK31, or perhaps something else
related to amateur radio? I’ll ask that question at
our September membership meeting. See you
then!

VHF/UHF–Simplex for You?
De Todd Sprinkmann (KC9BQA)

When I first heard of ham radio nearly 40 years
ago, I associated it with talking to people in fa-
raway countries. Then some years later, I got a
police scanner, and learned about shorter-range
communications via repeaters. These are popu-
lar and enjoyable aspects of hamming.

However, when I finally got my ticket in 2002, I
immediately became a VHF/UHF enthusiast. I
operate almost entirely on the SSB, or “weak-
signal” side of 6 meters, 2 meters and higher.
Most of my antennas are horizontally polarized,
which is the convention among the SSB crowd.

We can routinely have 100-200 mile QSO’s on
144 MHz, or 2 meters. Without the help of re-
peaters, and without any sort of special propa-
gation enhancement. Decent antennas are a
big plus – your range definitely expands as you
get more gain. Every db counts when you’re
trying to work weak ones on VHF/UHF. Also
make sure to turn your squelch way down and
use headphones.
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