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From the President
De Mike Yuhas (AB9ON)

Many thanks to the ORC members who helped
make our September outdoor swapfest a suc-
cess! We were blessed with excellent weather,
and a fine turnout of sellers and buyers. It was
great to see commerce being conducted and
friends welcoming friends. Kudos to all involved.

October’s membership meeting features the
homebrew gadgetry of Loren Jentz (N9ENR).
Anyone who has ever seen Loren’s enthusiasm
can predict this will be one dynamic program.
See you at the meeting, and see you on the air!

November Sweepstakes
De Bob Truscott (W9LO)

I call it the highlight of the fall contesting season,
November SS, that is. CW on Nov. 1-2, and
SSB on Nov. 15-16. Contests begin at 3:00
PM, local time on Saturday, each weekend, and
end at 9:00 PM on Sunday. You may operate
24 out of the 30 hour periods each weekend. All
bands, 160 thru 10 meters, except for the
WARC bands. This is my current favorite con-
test. (Jean tells me I say that about every con-
test I work, and she’s right—it depends upon the
calendar.) My goal this year on the CW week-
end will be to operate the full 24 hours allowed
unless the Packers football game gets in the
way, as it usually does. Join me, it’s a fun con-
test.
For rules, see www.arrl.org, click on Operating
Activities, then Contests, then Rules.

Coming up in October:

Oct. 12 North American RTTY Sprint—
Rules in Oct. QST, page 82.

Oct. 18 Fall VHF Sprints
Oct. 19 Illinois QSO Party—

For rules see www.w9awe.org
Oct. 25 CQ WW SSB Contest—www.cqww.com

Have fun contesting.

VHF / UHF Corner
De Todd Sprinkmann (KC9BQA)

September is always a busy month for contest-
ing and grid-chasing in the VHF/UHF world. The
highlight is the ARRL September VHF QSO Par-
ty, which was Sept. 13-14. Due to the shaky
weather, activity was down, overall. A bright
spot for ORC was AA9WW and KB9ZOR oper-
ating together from EN53. This was their 1st

contest and they got valuable experience.

ORC also helped out with QSO’s on 146 FM. I
had 13 Q’s on simplex during that timeframe,
which is darn good for FM. I know that with
more time and familiarity, we’ll continue to grow
the numbers of FM contesters in SE WI. While
it’s true that the majority of VHF/UHF contesting
and grid chasing occurs on SSB, the sheer
numbers favor the FM folks. If FM’ers ever got
on in big numbers, it would really spice things
up. The best contests are busy ones. If you
have questions, I’ll be happy to help.
There was also an enjoyable 2 meter sprint on
Monday evening, Sept. 22. It ran for four hours.
Both propagation and activity was excellent.
Once again, there were some FM Q’s to be had
on 146.55, 146.58 and 146.49.

We were also happy to see a new rover in the
Milwaukee area. WB9TFH was loud throughout
his 4 grids and he helped people’s scores. On
SSB, with a 3-el quad for 144 MHz above his
car’s roof, WB9TFH worked into the Twin Cities
and out to Cleveland. For anyone who wonders
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what a VHF/UHF rover’s vehicle looks like, read
K4GUN’s article in the October QST, starting on
page 48. Roving is a great way to make imme-
diate friends in VHF contesting! As well as ex-
press yourself radio-wise, if your QTH limits
what you can do.

We are into the 2nd month of a very successful
FM simplex net. It runs @8:30pm every Thurs-
day on 146.43, vertical polarization. I am net
control, and the purpose of this net is to increase
activity on simplex. We’ve had over 20 check-
ins each of the past two weeks, so listen along
or better yet join in and say hello. You can stay
as long or as little as you like – it’s very casual.
The response to the nets has been fantastic,
with check-ins from Door County down into Cen-
tral Illinois. And this is on FM!

The next big VHF/UHF contest is the ARRL
January VHF Sweepstakes. It runs from 1pm on
Sat., Jan 19th until 10pm on Sun., Jan. 20th. We
will be putting on a big push for this one.
There’s plenty of time to improve your antennas
and feed lines before winter sets in.
If you can only operate one band in a contest, 2
meters is definitely it. A close 2nd would be 6
meters, followed by 70cm, and 1.25 meters.
And if you have one of those multi-band HF rigs
with SSB on 6, 2 or 432, get a horizontally polar-
ized beam or omni-directional loop, and start
hearing what you’ve been missing.
I also run a SSB net on 144.250 at 8:30 on
Wednesday nights. All are welcome to join in. I
do this net on behalf of our VHF/UHF group, lo-
cated at www.badgercontesters.org. Several
ORC members are involved with the BC’ers, and
we’d enjoy having you as a member as well.

As I wrap things up for this month, I encourage
anyone with questions to email me (I’m good in
QRZ) or ask during one of the nets. The ques-
tions you ask may help someone else too.

The 300 Pound Ladder
BELIEVE IT OR NOT
De Bob Truscott (W9LO)

I had a rural paper route back in 1940. I deliv-
ered the Council Bluffs (IOWA) NONPAREIL to
about 25 customers on my bike over a distance
of about 5 miles. It was not very productive–the

paper sold for 3 cents on weekdays and 15
cents on Sunday, but it kept me supplied with
model airplane kits and ice cream cones. A fella
named Bob Ripley wrote a column for that paper
and many others around the country. He called
it “BELIEVE IT OR NOT’ because the stories he
told were so fantastic that any thinking person
couldn’t possibly believe them. But many peo-
ple did. So many, in fact, that he sold the idea
to one of the radio networks (That was before
TV was born.), and a radio show was aired us-
ing the same name. Mr. Ripley never claimed
the stories were true, he simply closed each col-
umn by inviting readers to “Believe It Or Not”.
Believers used to say “it’s got to be true because
it was in Believe It or Not.” (That’s sorta like
people today saying “it’s got to be true because
it was on the internet”.) I was 13 years old at the
time, but in spite of that I never believed any-
thing he said, that is, until recently.

When we moved to West Bend 15 years ago my
first project was to install the HF antennas. I set
up the aluminum extension ladder and carried
the 3 necessary tripods to the roof, and installed
them to support the 20 & 15 meter dipoles and
one end of the 40 & 80 wires, which were strung
to trees on the back lot line. I carried the ladder
out to the tree line and pushed it up as high as
the extension would go and finished the installa-
tion very quickly. No problem–the ladder only
weighed about 50 pounds and the distance to
the trees was only about 150', and I had enough
gas left in my tank to push the lawn mower
around to cut weeds for a half hour after com-
pleting the project.

Now, 15 years later, I’m beginning to rethink Mr.
Ripley’s columns in view of the strange things
that are happening at our house. Several days
ago I found one end of the 40 M dipole laying on
the ground–the rope had broken in the tree. Not
surprising, since it had been up there 15 years.
So I figured this would be no problem, I’d just
take the ladder out to the tree and string up a
new rope. But first, I thought it would be a good
idea to check the tripod end of that antenna. But
when I took the ladder out of the garage and
wrestled it up to the roof I knew right away that
something beyond my understanding had hap-
pened to it. My best guess is that it now weighs
at least 300 pounds and I’ll never be able to car-


